14,500 Students

Established in 1967 as
the final link in Florida’s
system of community
colleges, Pasco-Hernando
State College (PHSC)
offers students a high-
tech education while
maintaining a traditional
focus on teaching. Based
across five campuses in
the Pasco and Hernando
counties, located

in natural, peaceful
landscapes, it provides
all the advantages of

a private liberal arts
education.

The chosen storage
solution needed to
be low risk and high
performance.
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Case study

Pasco-Hernando State College

X-10 graduates with honors after delivering five years of
performance and reliability

“"I'm pleased to say I have never had to touch the X-IO ISE units since they
were implemented. The solution just works really well and we can easily add to
it when we reach capacity which is a huge positive. X-IO’s ISE solution takes
care of itself with very little administration time.”

Troy Barnet, Network Security Manager, Pasco-Hernando College

intrOdUCtiOﬂ Pasco-Hernan_do State Colleg_e (PHS_C) a _X-IC_) _ﬁve-year q._lstomer, offers

students a high-tech education while maintaining a traditional focus on
teaching. Based across five campuses in the Pasco and Hernando counties, located in natural, peaceful
landscapes, it provides all the advantages of a private liberal arts education. X-IO underpins PHSC's
IT Infrastructure providing a self-healing and easy to use system with both high performance and

capacity.

the Cha”eﬂge PHSC was experie.ncing !arge amounts of phys.ical.se.rver growth as it
battled to absorb increasing amounts of data with limited disk space. It

was essential for the college to make a transition to virtual servers to reduce power consumption and

eliminate unnecessary physical arrays. PHSC needed to implement an easy to use, scalable storage

solution to underpin the new virtual platform and ensure its vital data was secure and accessible.

The chosen storage solution needed to store the personal information of 14,500 students, as well as
their work, exam results and other databases, so the need for a low risk, high performance storage
platform was imperative.

Troy Barnet, network security manager, PHSC, said: "The data we house is critical to the daily operation
of the college so it was vital the upgrade to virtual servers was underpinned by an extremely reliable

storage infrastructure.”

the So|ution The community college decided the most important elements required when
purchasing a new storage array were reliability, scalability and low management

time. Additionally, it needed to be suitable for server virtualization and database management systems.

After looking at a number of storage options, including direct-attached solutions with VMware and Linux
and a storage system from DELL, PHSC chose X-I0O’s Intelligent Storage Element (ISE) to support its
virtual infrastructure. PHSC implemented X-IO’s solution because of its overall ease of use and ‘zero
touch’ five-year guarantee, backed by a no-cost five-year hardware warranty.

X-10's ISE is an easy to use, high performance system that offers both consistent and accelerated
performance via hard disk drives (HDDs), or the hybrid storage array with enterprise solid state
drives (SSDs) and HDDs combined. The solution provides enterprise-class reliability with self-healing
capabilities and allows 100 percent capacity utilization without the performance drop-off traditional
systems experience at 70%.

the resul-t Since implementing X-IO’s ISE solution more than 5-years ago, PHSC hasn't

had to touch the unit once, reducing management time to practically zero. The
storage solution from X-I0 replaced its existing direct attached storage (DAS) and ensured a seamless
transition from physical to virtual servers. The community college can now backup its data across all
five campuses and rely on X-I0’s ISE solution to heal itself should disk errors occur.
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